[image: image1.png]


Environmental Science

Fall Semester 2010
D121
Mr. Mclain 
&

Mr. Colangelo
Textbook:  Miller, G. Tyler (2006). Environmental Science: 11th Edition. The United States of America: Thomson Learning Inc. $ 88.50

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to provide the student with an understanding of how living organisms interact within their environment and the either harmful or beneficial relationships that exist between an organism and its habitat. Specifically, the subject of environmental science incorporates human interactions with their associated environments. It is the goal of environmental science to provide the students with the tools necessary to build a sustainable society. This semester the area of focus will be on examining the natural resources available to man and identifying those that are sustainable and evaluate the relationships that exist in the different ecosystems. The students will also begin to correlate the relationship between population and pollution. Environmental science is a lab based course therefore the students will further their skills in science through the use of laboratory techniques and scientific research.


In addition to learning about environmental science, evaluation and review of the concepts involved in the Georgia High School Graduation Test will occur during the semester, in hopes of better preparing the student for passing the science portion of this test. The Georgia High School Graduation Test is the week of March 21st – 25th.

	Unit
	Topic & Standards
	Duration

	1
	Characteristics of Science

        The Characteristics of Science Standards are introduced here and stressed throughout the semester.   Parents and students may view the detailed Georgia Performance Content and Characteristics of Science Standards online at: http://www.georgiastandards.org./science.asp
	--

	2
	Understanding the Environment (Chapters 1 & 2)

SEV4: Students will understand and describe availability, allocation and conservation of energy and other resources

SEV5: Students will recognize that human beings are part of the global ecosystems and will evaluate the effects of human activities and technology on ecosystems
	~25 days

	3
	The Living System (Chapters 3-6)

SEV1: Students will investigate the flow of energy and cycling of matter within an ecosystem and relate these phenomena to human society

SEV2: Students will demonstrate an understanding that the Earth is one interconnected system. 

SEV3: Students will describe stability and change in ecosystems. 

SEV5: Students will recognize that human beings are part of the global ecosystem andwillevaluate the effects of human activities and technology on ecosystems. 
	~45 days

	4
	Human Population and Pollution (Chapters 7 & 11)

SEV5: Students will recognize that human beings are part of the global ecosystem and will evaluate the effects of human activities and technology on ecosystems. 
	~20 days


Grade Determination:



        

 Grade Scale for Fulton Co.:

Tests & P.A.





40%

Quizzes                       
                     


10%

                        A=   100-90

Laboratory Activities




20%  



B=   89-80

Homework & Classwork



15%



C=   79-70

Cumulative Final Exam          


15%



F=   below 70

**These are the percentages associated with grades given in class; however, their task name in the grade printout may appear differently due to a new grading program. More details should follow once the program is available.
Explanation of Grade Components:

Tests and Performance Assessments: Tests will include information from class notes, textbook, labs, handouts, homework, etc.  Quizzes may be announced or unannounced. Tests are announced well in advance. Therefore, students are expected to take a test even if they are absent the day before.

Quizzes:  Quizzes can be announced or unannounced. They will be over recently covered material, including Questions of the day. 
Laboratory Activities: Lab activities will be announced in advance and it is important for to be present on lab days. Missed labs must be made up within one week of return. Formal lab reports will be written for selected labs. Absence from the lab is no excuse for not completing the lab reports or other lab related work.   

Homework and Class work: Homework will be assigned as needed and will be checked and collected on a random basis. Class work will be graded on a random basis as well. 

Final Exam:  There will be a cumulative final exam given at the end of each semester. 

Policies, Procedures & Additional Information

Textbook Policy: Each student will be issued a textbook and they are responsible for its care and replacement, if needed. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of students' books. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course. Students will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books. The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student who fails to turn in the book they were issued or who turns in a damaged book. The cost of replacement for a lost or damaged textbook is $88.50. Additionally, any textbook turned in without the Fulton County barcode sticker on the inside cover of the book will result in a fine.  

Agenda:  Please see the classroom blog at (insert address here) for up-to-date information on homework assignments and the daily agenda. 

Make-up Policy: Make-up tests, quizzes, and labs are to be scheduled individually with the instructor outside of classroom hours (i.e. before or after class/school) upon a student's return to school. Students will have one week to make up tests, quizzes, or labs. Students will have one day for each day absent to make up work. Assignments made prior to a full day of absence and due on the day the absence occurs will be due upon the student's return to school. Late make up work will not be accepted. 

Late Work Policy:  Any work that is turned in late will have 11 points per day deducted from the grade received on that assignment. Additionally, late assignments (misplaced homework, homework left in lockers, projects, papers, etc.) will not be accepted more than two days late. Students will not be granted permission to retrieve assignments left in their lockers.
Extra Help:  Extra help is available by appointment. There will be no extra credit projects and the lowest test grade will NOT be dropped, so students should not hesitate to ask for additional help if needed. Homework Hotline, which is a free service, operates from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm at 404/843-7700.

Recovery Policy:  Recovery is an opportunity for a student to demonstrate competency and mastery of objectives.  In order to be eligible for recovery, a student must have completed all assigned work and demonstrated a genuine effort, including attendance.  Students are responsible for contacting the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. Teachers will establish, at their discretion and the concurrence of the department head, a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be completed prior to the last 10 school days of the semester. There will be only one recovery opportunity per failed major assignment or test.

CHATTAHOOCHEE HIGH SCHOOL GUIDELINES: Recovery is available to students with a cumulative grade below 74% after a minimum of two (2) major grades.  The maximum grade a student can earn for a recovery activity is 70%.  There will be only one recovery opportunity per failed major assignment or test. The individual teacher will determine the means of recovery. THE STUDENT MUST INITIATE THE PROCESS WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS OF NOTIFICATION OF A FAILING GRADE ON A MAJOR  ASSIGNMENT/TEST.

Tardies: Students are expected to be in their assigned seat and working when the tardy bell rings. Students will not be allowed into class after the tardy bell rings without a tardy pass from the attendance office.

Hall Passes: Students are expected to take care of all restroom breaks, water fountain stops, lockers trips, etc. before coming to class. Students will receive five, non-transferrable hall passes at the beginning of the semester. No additional passes will be provided.

Honor Code Violations:  Plagiarism and cheating are NOT tolerated under any circumstances and will result in an honor code violation and zero credit for the assignment. I will complete an honor code violation form which "may be used by the faculty in making future recommendations, specifically memberships in honor clubs."  Cheating is defined as:  Any sharing of information in a non-collaborative situation (i.e. tests, quizzes, labs, homework, etc.) regarding a graded assignment. Plagiarism includes copying of another student's work, using excessive editing suggestions from another person, or using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation.

TurnItIn.com: Students may be asked to submit certain assignments through an internet program called TurnItIn.com. This program gives students the opportunity to review their own writing and correct possible plagiarism errors, thereby not violating the Honor Code. 
Technology Code of Ethics:  According to the Fulton County Schools policy "students shall not alter or attempt to alter school or private property including technology hardware and software."  This includes: a) changing desktop settings or control panels  b) removing or damaging mouse tracking balls, keys, cables, connectors, network jacks, or any other hardware  c) modifying computer software  d) damaging computer disks, CD-ROMS, or other media.

Classroom Rules
EXPECTED CLASSROOM BEHAVIORS

1. All student handbook rules apply in this class. 
2. Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings. 
3. COME TO CLASS PREPARED!  Bring your homework, your notebook, writing instrument, paper, calculator, and any other supplies you need for the day.  Have your homework out on your desk at the beginning of the period.  

4. All food and drink must be consumed in the cafeteria. 
5. Be respectful to your teacher, classmates and visitors. 
6. Alert, aware behavior is appropriate. 
7. Lab safety rules apply in this class. 
Failure to follow these rules will result in a teacher conference with the student for the first offense, then a private detention will be assigned (30 minutes of on task time before or after school).  The third offense will result in a call home and another detention, and if these are not successful, you will be referred to an administrator.

ANY BEHAVIOR WHICH ENDANGERS YOU OR ANOTHER STUDENT IN THE CLASSROOM WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE REFERRAL TO AN ADMINISTRATOR.

